Terms of Reference

for the IOCCG Working Group on 
Ocean-Colour Observations from a Geostationary Orbit

The working group will work towards the production of an IOCCG monograph, which will address the following elements:

· Why the GEO orbit is of interest for ocean-colour science, and operational uses of ocean colour observations;
· Current (2008-2009) mission plans for various space Agencies;
· Issues of complementarity between the GEO and LEO orbits (scenarios);
· Complementarity with the other observations also measured from the GEO orbit;

· Contribution by an ocean-colour sensor on a GEO orbit towards other research and operational communities;
· Specific requirements of ocean-colour observations from the GEO orbit;
· Which areas of the ocean should such GEO ocean-colour sensor examine (coastal versus global);
· How can we build international cooperation with sensors observing fixed positions?

