IOCCG Operational Ocean Colour Working Group Meeting

17 November, 2002, Hilton of Sante Fe

The first meeting of the Operational Ocean Colour Meeting of the IOCCG was held in the Mesa C Room at the Hilton of Sante Fe from 2:00-4:30 pm on Sunday, November 17, 2002.  Though only four people attended the meeting, I believe the discussions were fruitful.  After welcoming the group to the meeting, participants were briefly reminded of the goals of the working group.  The meeting then turned to the main items on the agenda.  Major agenda items included exploring what is meant by operational ocean colour and the activities it encompasses, discussing the issues to be examined by the operational working group, and refining the outline of the monograph on the uses of satellite ocean colour.  Discussion of the first item centered on the question of whether or not operational ocean colour should possess the attributes of an operational meteorological system, such as the National Weather Service.  Many characteristics were deemed similar.  In regards to issues that should be considered by the working group, such as the expansion of an operational ocean colour user base, the primary objective of the group at the moment was decided to be the writing and publication of the “Why Ocean Colour” report.  Discussion of the report led to the modification of the Applications outline suggested earlier by Brown, including the addition of brief section in the Introduction on operational oceanography and the role ocean colour will play in this endeavor, the grouping of climate and operational (= near-real time) applications under a main heading entitled “Uses of Satellite Ocean Colour”, and the elevation of the section entitled “Elements of Operational Ocean Colour” to a main heading.

The next meeting of the operational ocean colour working group will be will be held in Florence, Italy either immediately preceding or following the 8th IOCCG Community Meeting, i.e. February 23 or 27, 2003.  The date will be announced shortly.

Christopher Brown, NOAA

